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Dear SComS readers,
We are pleased to introduce the first issue of
2026, featuring three research articles in our
General Section as well as one piece in our
Book Review Section.

The General Section opens with “En-
riching research on parasocial experiences
through better measurement of parasocial
processing (PSP): The PSP shortinventory” by
Michelle Méri (University of Zurich), Frank
Mangold (GESIS), and Andreas Fahr (Univer-
sity of Fribourg). Addressing a long-standing
challenge in parasocial research, the authors
develop and validate a concise, theoretically
grounded instrument to measure parasocial
processing. Conceptualising PSP as a multi-
dimensional construct encompassing cogni-
tive, affective, and conative components, the
study introduces a nine-item inventory that
demonstrates strong reliability and validity
across multiple preregistered studies. By of-
fering a parsimonious and robust measure-
ment tool, the article advances both method-
ological rigour and theoretical integrationina
field that has long struggled with conceptual
fragmentation.

The second article, “I love it when you
tell me about your weekend, Mr President’:
A qualitative study of the reception of per-
sonalised political communication on social
media” by Esteban Courbet (University of
Fribourg), turns to the reception of politi-
cal communication in digital environments.
Based on qualitative interviews, the study
develops a nuanced account of how citizens
engage with personalised political content.
Courbet identifies a multi-stage reception
process and distinguishes between different
audience types, shaped in particular by their

I

perceptions of political roles and norms. By
integrating socio-cognitive processing per-
spectives with parasocial theory, the article
offers important insights into how person-
alisation strategies interact with democratic
expectations and citizen engagement.

The third contribution, “A longitudinal
analysis from 2008 to 2023: What you always
wanted to know about journalists in Switzer-
land” by Vinzenz Wyss, Filip Dingerkus, Louis
Schifer, Guido Keel (Zurich University of Ap-
plied Sciences), and Colin Porlezza (Univer-
sita della Svizzera italiana), provides a com-
prehensive and empirically rich portrait of
the Swiss journalistic profession. Drawing on
three waves of the Worlds of Journalism Sur-
vey, the study offers rare longitudinal insights
into the structure, working conditions, role
perceptions, and safety of journalists across
all language regions. The findings reveal
both continuity and change: while core pro-
fessional orientations remain relatively sta-
ble, the profession is increasingly shaped by
economic pressures, evolving work arrange-
ments, and new forms ofrisk, including expo-
sure to hostility and threats. By documenting
these developments, the article contributes
to a deeper understanding of the structur-
al transformations affecting journalism and
their implications for democratic societies.

The issue is complemented by a book re-
view by Philip Di Salvo, who discusses Paula
Bialski’s Middle Tech: Software Work and the
Culture of Good Enough. The review highlights
the book’s central argument that software
development is shaped not by ideals of per-
fection, but by a pragmatic culture of “good
enoughness” emerging from organisational
constraints and everyday practices. Drawing
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on ethnographic insights, Bialski reveals the
often-invisible labour of maintenance, re-
pair, and negotiation that underpins digital
infrastructures. As Di Salvo emphasises, this
perspective challenges dominant narratives
of seamless technological progress and offers
amore nuanced understanding of digital sys-
tems as socio-technical constructs. In doing
so, the book provides valuable impulses for

communication and media studies, particu-
larly in critically reassessing prevailing as-
sumptions about technology and its societal
role.

We hope you will enjoy reading this issue.

Philipp Bachmann, Jolanta Drzewiecka,
and Katharina Lobinger





